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In this Issue, the Burnet News Club learnt about democracy in 
a divided nation. Their discussions on the Hub developed with 
unfolding Brexit news, while the sessions explored different 
types of democracy and the best way forward. 

Students ended the Issue by writing a speech on the motion,  
‘All decisions that affect society should be decided by direct 
democracy’. In this edition of Hub Highlights, we share both sides 
of the debate, a video and reflections on whether a second Brexit 
referendum is a good idea.
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DIRECT DEMOCRACY is a form of democracy in 
which people decide on policy initiatives directly. 

I oppose this motion because of several reasons.
Firstly, MPs are trained to understand tricky 

subjects that we wouldn’t. If we were to vote on a 
tricky subject, most people wouldn’t know what it’s 
about. However, it is the MPs’ job to understand all 
kinds of politics. For example, Theresa May’s deal was 
585 pages long. MPs had to read all of this. Whereas 
most of us wouldn’t have the time to read it and, if we 
did, we probably wouldn’t have understood it. This is 
my first reason why this motion is a bad idea.

Secondly, we don’t have the time to vote almost 

every single day. We need to go to work instead of 
going to polling stations. Are we going to waste all 
our time voting? In the Houses of Parliament, MPs 
take around six votes every day and we do not have 
the time to take six votes every single day. After a 
while, people wouldn’t bother to vote and only a small 
number of people would. They could potentially 
control the government. Some people might say that 
nothing gets decided in Parliament as we were due 
to leave the EU on the 29th March but it was delayed. 
However, one referendum takes around four weeks. 

Finally, referendums cost millions of pounds. We 
have seen this happen in the Brexit referendum. The 
whole vote cost £130 million. We cannot afford this 
amount of money. Are we going to waste this much 
money? 

I hope you understand why this motion is a bad 
idea and why I oppose it. I hope I have persuaded you 
as well.  
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SEE EDITOR’S PICKS
bit.ly/EP-brexit

– DEBATE MOTION –
All decisions that affect 

society should be decided by 
direct democracy

– Against the motion –

http://bit.ly/EP-brexit
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THE MOTION is ‘All decisions that affect society 
should be decided by direct democracy’. I support 

this motion because I believe that direct democracy 
will bring the community closer together and will let 
the public decide what’s best for their country and 
indirect democracy will divide the country and take 
longer for actions to be implemented.

As you are aware voting determines election 
outcomes and deciding which elected officials will 
be making the important decisions in our society. 
Elected officials establish the policies that directly 
and indirectly affect many areas of our lives such as 
taxes, health care, military operations, legal codes, 
education and food standards.

Voting gives each person the opportunity to 
express an opinion on a given matter and directly 
impact who is elected. Not voting, allows the choices 
and opinions of others to hold sway over our lives.

An example of direct democracy was in 2012, 
when Switzerland held a public vote whether to give 
a 4-6 week holiday to workers. 67% of people voted 
against it as they thought that this will affect their 
businesses. After reading this speech, I am sure you 
will understand the reasons behind my thoughts.

My first point to why I think direct democracy 
is the best option is that it has greater efficiency, 
rather than having parliament’s debating weeks 
on end and not coming to any conclusions. As we 
currently seeing with the ‘Brexit-deal’, MPs argue 
back and forth for ages and cannot make their mind 
up. Parliament’s votes leads to more questions, more 
polls and more parliamentary debates and votes. 
This can be very costly for the public.

Public voting is straight forward and simple. If 
the public get to vote, it will certainly be an efficient 
way to let the people of the British Nation help make 
important decisions in a fair and equal way.

Some may argue that the public just vote on 
something without knowing what’s going on but 
direct democracy encourages the community to get 
involved with society, to learn how things operate 
on a national and political level. It gives the public a 
chance to review the policies and how it may impact 
their lives.

My next reason for agreeing to this motion is it 
promotes a well cooperative community. People have 

the power to speak out their opinion, and their voice 
needs to be heard by the government. It also ensures 
our elected politicians are accountable to the public, 
the public needs to be heard in ALL circumstances. 
Civic involvement and a meaningful society are 
created where informed decisions are not only made 
by the government but also by the public as well. 
Shouldn’t the country stay united? The opposition 
may say that public voting cause’s fights in the 
community but it may solve them as well as nobody 
can argue with a decisions made by a majority public 
vote. However, there might have been a couple of 
incidents where the two parties fight for what they 
think but these arguments can be easily solved. 
Direct democracy can bring the community together. 
What I mean by this is when the UK has a big election, 
this gets everyone talking and it gets people reaching 
out to each other, talking about it. That is one of our 
main goals and that is what we want. Keeping this in 
mind, I am confident you will agree to this.

My last point to supporting direct democracy in 
the UK is that it is the people’s country so the people 
should have a part in decisions. We have seen this 
happen before with Brexit. There are 66.04 million 
people in the UK and a total of 46.9 million people 
will be able to vote but there are only around 650 MPs 
and roughly 700-800 lords. Since 2016, thousands of 
people have turned 18 and are now legally allowed 
to vote on Brexit. Majority of them and other people 
want to be part of this topic but there hasn’t been 
another referendum for them to take contribute to. 
Article 3 of the Human Rights clearly states that 
they can vote but this right is being restricted. The 
government is not giving the residents a chance to 
have their say and their freedom of speech. Surely 
this is not right.

Now that you have read my speech, I am positive 
that you will take this knowledge into account, and 
know that direct democracy is best for the country.  
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– For the motion –
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THIS TOPIC is quite controversial! Firstly, many 
critics suggest that it would be a disaster to have 

another referendum as the government has already 
had a ‘Brexit Vote’, so they suggest that if we ignore 
the vote, many people will feel unrecognised. They 
may feel as if the government is not giving anyone 
suitable options, in fact they may believe that they 
are trying to focus on what they need rather than 

the majority. Furthermore, it could be unbeneficial 
because we may need to think of the terms of 
either remaining in the EU or leaving. Whilst both 
options have their pros and cons, many people have 
their own opinion so it would be difficult to please 
everyone. Also, analysts are disgraced with the fact 
that a smaller minority may choose to avoid the 
democratic result altogether. 

In addition, many people believe that the European 
Union will, essentially, interrupt because they may 
not agree with the terms that are made throughout 
the second referendum. Lastly, if we have another 
vote, many people may start to change their minds; 
some people who voted to stay in the EU may decide 
that they want to leave due to either prejudices, or 
they want to change purely on their own behalf. 

On a positive note, there are many cases which 
state that we should have another referendum. For 
example: the second referendum may give undecided 
voters a chance to secure their decision. Furthermore, 
people should have a second chance to vote as some 
of the media reports are false and people could start 
to be more cautious. Lastly, the second referendum 
may help the government practice both indirect and 
direct democracy. 

Overall, there are usually more negative points 
regarding this issue however in many cases the 
positive comments are as valuable.  

An extract from knowledgeable_iceberg’s video:
Direct democracy is when people get to decide what 
happens in their community, normally by voting. 
Direct democracy started all the way back in the 
Ancient Greek times, so, for thousands of years, 
people have had their say. I support this motion 
because we have the right to talk about what happens 
in our society, as it affects us as well as the MPs. 
There are tens of thousands more of us than MPs 
in GB. What I mean by this, is every voice and every 
opinion is unique and people say things for reasons. 
Whether we agree with them or not, all opinions are 
important.  
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Why not have a second 
referendum? 
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My speech about direct 
democracy! 
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WATCH SPEECH VIDEO
Bit.ly/bnc-willow
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The Economist Educational Foundation’s 
feedback on the Hub: 
This is a brilliant Final piece packed full of reasons 
and opinions. Well done! I think you make two 
really interesting points about communication; 
that we should all listen to other people’s opinions 
and that Brexit has allowed us to communicate 
more and discuss the topic. I wonder how this 
increased political discussion will affect future 
decisions in the UK? Good work!  

http://bit.ly/bnc-willow

