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THE EXPERT VIEW 
Best of the questions 

sceptical_imagination,  
Ormiston Six Villages Academy
to Sally Warren, Director, Policy,  
The Kings Fund

Do you think we will always have 
the NHS? And if not, will we have to 
pay for our health care in different 
ways?

skillful_passionfruit 
Graveney School
to Caroline Dove, CEO, NHS Elect

What is the biggest change you had 
to make or suggest which many of 
the doctors and nurses didn’t like?

entertaining_strawberry 
Birchwood C of E Primary School
to Helen Buckingham, Director, 
Nuffield Trust

Are all of the debates and people 
worrying about the NHS making you 
feel any different about your job?

The National Health Service has been the 
beating heart of health care in the UK 
since 1948. However, as the population 
ages, costs rise and competition for staff 
increases, the NHS is being stretched like 
never before. The government is under 
increasing pressure to protect its future 
– but how? 

In a half-term that saw the NHS facing 
unprecedented challenges, the Burnet News 
Club discussed how to best safeguard and 
sustain it – studying questions about cost, 
choices and technology. In this edition of 
Hub Highlights, we showcase a selection of 
the best contributions on this timely topic.

enlightened_panther

Can we afford to not  
have the NHS?

PRIMARY SCHOOL
White Hall Academy 

IN AMERICA, people have to pay for health 
insurance yet many do not have it. If we no longer 

had the NHS, many of us would not have the money 
to pay for health insurance on top of our other bills. 
To help understand others’ views, I discussed this 
possibility with my family.

Dad: “It may not be perfect, but I will take any type 
of care. I don’t want to have to pay for my own health 
insurance.”
Mum: “Having no NHS would be a disaster since we 
would be paying for something in a way that we didn’t 
before.” 
Me (enlightened_panther): “The NHS does so much 
for us and it is free at the point of delivery.”
My sister: “A lot of the UK population is quick to moan 
about the long waiting times or the tired nurses and 
doctors who are overworked. However, I am certain that 
they would rather wait longer than be unable to afford 
the service in the first place.”

Me: “I have concluded that losing the NHS would be a 
catastrophe. People would struggle financially and so it 
would be a mistake to lose it.” 

Comments

EXPERT: Caroline Dove
CEO, NHS Elect

When we hear in the newspapers about 
“privatising the NHS”, what people are often 
talking about is allowing private health care 
providers to deliver services for NHS patients. 
I think this can be helpful, for example where 
we have a shortage of NHS services and private 
providers can help meet patient needs (e.g. for 
things like hearing aids) and, of course, these 
services are still free at the point of delivery for 
NHS patients. 
I love the fact that we have an NHS that is largely 
provided within the public sector and think this 
helps us to share and learn together and is a 
fantastic model. I can’t see the NHS ever being 
“privatised” in a way that would mean that 
people pay for most of their care.
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SEE EDITOR’S PICKS
bit.ly/EP-NHS

https://bit.ly/EP-NHS
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WATCH VIDEO
bit.ly/NHSmanifesto

Would you support a “mansion 
tax” to help fund the NHS?

IN MARCH, The Independent broke the news that 
nearly three-quarters of people would pay more 

to support the NHS, and 63% would support a 
“mansion tax” to raise more funds. This would be 
a tax, paid annually, by anyone who owned a home 
worth more than £1m. We asked the Burnet News 
Club if they would support such a move.

loyal_television

My Manifesto for the NHS

PRIMARY SCHOOL
Hammond Junior School

Comments

cheerful_photograph
The Sherwood School

I was shocked to find out the “mansion tax” did not 
exist already! The tax was only a proposal in the 
United Kingdom, but proved very controversial and 
received widespread media coverage. Some people 
were against this idea very much, while others who 
had a house worth around the average price liked 
the proposal and wanted it to come into effect soon. 
If a “mansion tax” was included to help fund the 
NHS, children and parents would have better health 
care – hospital beds, machines and monitors could 
be bought and more staff could be hired. Overall, I 
believe that the “mansion tax” should be introduced 
and I believe that it is a good system that will help the 
future of the National Health Service.

memorable_orchard
Michael Faraday School

In my opinion, I would not support a “mansion 
tax” because some of these people are likely to 
have well-paid jobs, which would result in them 
paying a larger amount in their income tax to the 
NHS already. I think this is unfair – they may be 
needing the spare money for important parts of 
their lifestyle.
I would like to propose a different system: 
encouraging donations from everyone. If someone 
was not paying tax because their income was too 
low, they could donate.  This would be more of a 
general activity because everyone can join, whether 
they have a job or not! Donations could be open for 
the whole world, which would increase the amount 
of money the NHS would receive.

T H E B N C T E A M : 

Wow! What a brilliant Final Piece.  
Your presentation style is great and you 
have clearly taken a long time to draft this 
and get the tone right. I really like your 
ending, which is powerful and thought-
provoking about the type of world we’d  
get if you were voted in.

https://bit.ly/NHSmanifesto


giving_twilight

The future of the NHS

PRIMARY SCHOOL
Evelyn Street Primary School

SINCE THE outbreak of COVID-19, the NHS has been 
struggling when dealing with new situations. 

The numbers of people in quarantine are escalating 
which means more pressure is being put on the NHS 
to withstand the cost of hospitals around the UK. 
More staff need to be hired for them to keep hospitals 
running to high standards. The NHS usually deals 
with over 1 million patients every 36 hours and so 
there is a lot of pressure.

If things continue, we might have no free at the 
point of delivery health care and we will be like other 
countries like America. Our NHS originated in 1948 
and it was created to help people free at the point of 
delivery. Many people think it was a great idea that 
has kept going ever since.

Recently in class we have been talking about the 
future of the NHS and how we can improve it. One of 
my suggestions was to partner with other countries 
to make a worldwide NHS. Everybody deserves to 
have the same rights and the same health care. 

Comments

EXPERT: Alice Raine
Senior Associate @ Clifford Chance 

It is interesting to consider whether a worldwide 
NHS system would work – can you see any 
difficulties with decision-making when there are 
a number of different cultures and countries?

giving_twilight
Evelyn Street Primary School 

Many different countries do not believe in the 
same ways of working. Different cultures may have 
different ways of treating illnesses which could be 
tough to work around. Countries around the world 
do not have the same currency and income to spend 
as us, so therefore it may be hard to get different 
countries to create a worldwide NHS.
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Notes to the NHS

INSPIRED BY Andy Leek’s poster campaign, “Notes 
for the NHS”, we asked students what motivational 

message they would write to NHS staff. Read their 
entries, and more about the original project, here:

SEE NHS NOTES
bit.ly/NHSnotes

The NHS is outstanding, and it is doing everything 
it can to make better lives for all of us. Small actions 
can turn a frown upside down. The job of a doctor is 
obviously hard and it makes sense to be tired during 
your job, but they hide their worries and smile, which 
makes us smile! They go above and beyond, despite 
seeing so many people everyday. 

You’re the ones who save the lives of not only the 
patient but their family and friends. NHS staff are 
vital to the UK – they’re always there for you whether 
it’s an emergency or not, 24/7. Superheroes save the 
lives of everyone, no matter who they are, just like 
the staff at the NHS. I would make sure my poster 
thanked them for this. 

caring_crab
St. Luke’s Primary School

“Thank you to all  those who treat us when we’re ill”

fascinating_spring
Ormiston Bushfield Academy

“You are 
the nation’s 
superheroes”

https://bit.ly/NHSnotes

